
Candidate Questionnaire 2019

Not all questions or options are represented here. Some candidates also provided more detailed 
responses that are not captured here. Full responses for each candidate can be found at:  
www.dsmstreetcollective.org/council-questionnaire

Mayor
The Candidates

The Questions
When the City plans to reconfigure a street, the proposed action should:

Be subject to a Council vote if it conflicts with an established plan or policy.

If the proposal has been met with sufficient neighborhood, business, and planning 
commission input it may be placed on consent agenda.

Be subject to a vote by the City Council once the idea has been subjected to input from 
neighborhoods and local businesses.
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Car lanes on Des Moines streets are often as wide as those used in the 
Interstate Highway System (11 - 13 ft). How does that affect driving 
speeds

People generally drive faster.



As car traffic speeds increase, how does that affect bicycling and walking 
on a street?

Fewer people will bicycle and walk along that street.

car parking

safety of all users

maintaining travel speeds for drivers

disruption to transit lines

consistency with established plan or policy

short-term disruption for drivers
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Budget - do you support, did you support, or would you have supported funds 
in the CIP Budget for:

Adding sidewalks on school and priority routes ($18.8 M)

E. Douglas widening between E. 42nd and E 56th ($8.6 M)

Ingersoll Ave. streetscape ($13.1 M)

Merle Hay Rd. and Hickman Rd. intersection:  widen and add turn lanes ($700 K)

Connect Downtown recommendations:  one-way to two-way conversions, lane reductions, 
more on-street parking and more extensive bike lane network ($4.9 M)

SE Connector between SE 30th St. and US Hwy. 65 ($60.2 M)

6th Ave. streetscape ($10.4 M)

Indianola Ave. widening between E. Army Post Rd. and Hwy. 69 ($5 M)

Street projects have constraints. Knowing trade-offs are inevitable, how 
do you rank these values from (1) most important to (6) least important:

FC

FC

FC

FC

FC

FC

FC

FC

FC

FC

JH

JH

CH

CH

CH

CH

CH

CH



Ordinances/Non-budgetary - do you support, did you support, or would you 
have supported:

A substantial reduction or elimination of minimum car parking requirements outside 
downtown.

A requirement to provide safe, temporary sidewalks next to construction sites downtown to 
minimize pedestrian detours, even if it means temporarily reducing car lane widths. 

A zoning code that maximizes mixed use zones, allows duplexes and triplexes in most or all 
residential neighborhoods, and allows greater density along major corridors.

NACTO standards as enacted by the City in 2016.

A Vision Zero approach to reduce injuries and eliminate deaths among people who are 
driving, walking, or bicycling.

A change in signal timing to give pedestrians a head start at crosswalks. 

Enforcement - to improve safety, will you commit to taking action so that 
the City of Des Moines, including the Des Moines Police Dept., improves its 
enforcement of:

Speeding on city streets.

Careless, distracted, or reckless driving, including texting while driving.

Blocked bike lanes (cars/trucks parked in or drifting into the lane).

Failure to yield to pedestrians at crosswalks, including mid-block crossings.

Failure to clear sidewalks soon after a snowfall or ice storm.
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Budget (Transit) - would you support DART if it increased the DART property 
tax levy? 

Our suburban neighbors must shoulder their 
fair share of transit costs, so I would not 
support  a change to the funding formula that 
places a greater burden on the residents of 
Des Moines. 

Because of my legislative experience, I would 
advocate for increasing the formula for urban 
transit systems. As Mayor, I will lead by 
example as a good steward of taxpayer dollars 
and insist on a strong return on investment.

I recommend we get companies involved to a 
greater extent. We should be selling the seats 
on the bus for advertising. Use the proceeds 
to expand lines and/or make the buses free 
for all residents when they are at their most 
vulnerable. Nov-Feb, winter. We should look 
to alternatives first before we add burden 
through taxes to all residents.

FC

JH

CH



What are the most unsafe streets and intersections in your ward, and what 
should the City do about them?

For too long, the lack of sidewalks on 
Fleur Drive made the corridor unsafe and 
unnavigable for pedestrians. Thankfully, the 
city has worked hard to change that. As part 
of a larger reconstruction of the road, we are 
adding sidewalks to Fleur Drive. This is just 
one example. 

I will work with Ward Councilmembers and 
prioritize intersections in each Ward and 
commit to a multi-year capital improvement 

plan. To improve sidewalks, shelters, for more 
frequent customers. 

For awhile it was East 14th and Hartford. 
They had massive potholes from end to end. 
In order to finally fix this issue and head it 
off in the future, the city needs to priortize 
infrastructure over corporate welfare. Placing 
the needs of the city and its people first, and 
outside interests last is the only way we can 
all prosper.
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People in Des Moines do not walk, bike, or take transit as much as people in 
other cities. Why is that, and is that a problem?

Culture, weather, and infrastructure all play 
a role. During my tenure, the city has worked 
hard to improve bike, pedestrian, and transit 
infrastructure. This includes building miles of 
bike lanes, trails, and sidewalks, granting of 
funds to DART, developing a new zoning code 
that promotes walkability and multi-modal 
transportation, and supporting a plan to make 
downtown safer and more pedestrian-friendly 
by eliminating some one-ways streets.

Private car use and livable streets should be 
improved. Des Moines is a great place to live, 
work, and play but that is lacking in leadership 

from the Mayor’s office. As Mayor, I will be 
more pro-active in making Des Moines more 
walkable, bikeable, and transit friendly.

The reason comes down to the push to 
make downtown the place to work and seek 
entertainment. When those two aspects are 
concentrated far away from where people 
live, then they have no other choice than to 
use what is most convenient. The continued 
sprawl of our suburbs, people fleeing into the 
suburbs for jobs and/or less taxes, has further 
pushed people away from walking, biking, 
and public transportation.
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In the last month, how many times have you walked, biked, or taken transit to 
work or to run errands?

I walk to meetings and errands frequently 
when I am working at City Hall or at my 
business on Ingersoll Avenue. 

Just in the past week, I have carpooled at least 

a dozen times to work and community events. 

Daily! Walking the neighborhoods to see, talk 
with, and ask people what they want their city 
to look like or what problems they are facing.

MA

MB

ES

Have you ever been car-free or car-light (relying on walking, bicycling, and 
transit for most trips) as an adult in Des Moines or somewhere else?

Not recently.

Yes, just in the past week, I have carpooled at 
least a dozen times to work and community 
events. 

Yes. While deployed, twice. I’ve also 
been running at night, after walking the 
neighborhoods, to get out and grab groceries 
or just to experience the contrasts in our city.


