
Candidate Questionnaire 2019

Not all questions or options are represented here. Some candidates also provided more detailed 
responses that are not captured here. Full responses for each candidate can be found at:  
www.dsmstreetcollective.org/council-questionnaire

At Large
The Candidates

The Questions
When the City plans to reconfigure a street, the proposed action 
should:

Be subject to a Council vote if it conflicts with an established plan or policy.

Be subject to a vote of the City Council even if the proposed action accords with an 
established plan or policy.

Another process:  Be subject to vote from City Council even if the proposed action 
accords with an established plan or policy, given that the plans to reconfigure Des 
Moines’ streets has been under the leadership of upper-middle class/upper class, 
whitem cis-gendered, straight folks. What we need to include in our decision-
making processes moving forward is to include a recommendation and vote 
for consideration by a neighborhood association and nonprofits that serve the 
residents in that area. We must include a diverse group of stakeholders. 
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Car lanes on Des Moines streets are often as wide as those used in the 
Interstate Highway System (11 - 13 ft). How does that affect driving 
speeds

People generally drive faster.



As car traffic speeds increase, how does that affect bicycling and 
walking on a street?

Fewer people will bicycle and walk along that street.MA
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Street projects have constraints. Knowing trade-offs are 
inevitable, how do you rank these values from (1) most 
important to (6) least important:

car parking

safety of all users

maintaining travel speeds for drivers

disruption to transit lines

consistency with established plan or policy

short-term disruption for drivers

4           6          5          5          4          4

1           1           1          1          1           1

3           2          4          4          5          6

2           4          3          3          3          3

5           5          2          2          2          2

6           3          6          6          6          5

Budget - do you support, did you support, or would you have supported 
funds in the CIP Budget for:

Adding sidewalks on school and priority routes ($18.8 M)

E. Douglas widening between E. 42nd and E 56th ($8.6 M)

Ingersoll Ave. streetscape ($13.1 M)

Merle Hay Rd. and Hickman Rd. intersection:  widen and add turn lanes ($700 K)

Connect Downtown recommendations:  one-way to two-way conversions, lane 
reductions, more on-street parking and more extensive bike lane network ($4.9 M)

SE Connector between SE 30th St. and US Hwy. 65 ($60.2 M)

6th Ave. streetscape ($10.4 M)

Indianola Ave. widening between E. Army Post Rd. and Hwy. 69 ($5 M)



Ordinances/Non-budgetary - do you support, did you support, or would 
you have supported:

A substantial reduction or elimination of minimum car parking requirements 
outside downtown.

A requirement to provide safe, temporary sidewalks next to construction sites 
downtown to minimize pedestrian detours, even if it means temporarily reducing 
car lane widths. 

A zoning code that maximizes mixed use zones, allows duplexes and triplexes in 
most or all residential neighborhoods, and allows greater density along major 
corridors.

NACTO standards as enacted by the City in 2016.

A Vision Zero approach to reduce injuries and eliminate deaths among people who 
are driving, walking, or bicycling.

A change in signal timing to give pedestrians a head start at crosswalks. 

MA

MA

MA

MA

MA

MA

MA

MA

MA

MB

MB

MB

MB

MB

MB

MB

MB

MB

MB

MB

JE

JE

JE

JE

JE

JE

JE

JE

JE

JE

SKO

SKO

SKO

SKO

SKO

SKO

SKO

SKO

SKO

SKO

SKO

ES

ES

ES

ES

ES

ES

ES

ES

ES

ES

ES

CV

CV

CV

CV

CV

CV

CV

CV

CV

CV

CV

Enforcement - to improve safety, will you commit to taking action so 
that the City of Des Moines, including the Des Moines Police Dept., 
improves its enforcement of:

Speeding on city streets.

Careless, distracted, or reckless driving, including texting while driving.

Blocked bike lanes (cars/trucks parked in or drifting into the lane).

Failure to yield to pedestrians at crosswalks, including mid-block crossings.

Failure to clear sidewalks soon after a snowfall or ice storm.



Budget (Transit) - would you support DART if it increased the DART property 
tax levy? 

I want to acknowledge that many residents in 
Des Moines are concerned about the increased
property taxes--and rightfully so; we are 
relying on taxes as a way for the City to increase 
revenue to fund projects and initiatives (such 
as expanding DART), but we aren’t discussing
resident’s lack of resources at the City level, 
and we need to be. This means discussing the 
fact that we could leverage increased salaries 
and expand DART through an increased levy 
cap, IF Des Moines residents are making a 
livable wage.  

No response.

As a former member of the Metropolitan 
Transit Authority(prior to DART) I am aware 
of efforts to lobby for levy increases. I would 
also advocate for private sector support as a 
condition from businesses who receive TIF 
and other incentives.   

I would support a levy for DART. Not sure if 
property taxes are the way. We need to declare 
a Climate Emergency and enact a Climate tax 
on our wealthiest citizens and large businesses 
to get the necessary funds to improve public 
transportation with the goal of reducing the 

number of fossil fuel burning cars on the 
road. We could design Merle Hay Mall and 
SouthRidge as commuter parking lots with 
solar car ports and EV charging stations and 
run electric shuttles every 10 minutes to the 
most in demand destinations around town.

Yes, the levy for public transit in Des Moines 
today is marginal and I would support an 
increase in DART’s property tax levy. I would 
only be open to an exception to the formula for 
increasing the levy for properties in the City of 
Des Moines if service would become fare free 
for Des Moines residents. Otherwise, DART is 
a regional entity and should be equally funded 
as such.

Residents who use DART are looking 
for reliable 10-minute interval. Increase 
frequency to routes with highest ridership. 
Historically, street cars have driven real 
estate development. DSM could return to this. 
Self-Supported Municipal Districts (SSMID) 
dollars could be used for transportation; this 
may require the city to lobby for change in 
state law.
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What are the most unsafe streets and intersections in your ward, and what 
should the City do about them?

The most unsafe streets are like those along 
6th Avenue corridor, where intersections are
extremely dangerous during commuting 
hours for folks that intend to make left turns 
without an actual turning lane in place. There 
is also a need to increase pedestrian crossings 
along long stretches of superblocks, where 
city planners neglected the fact that people 
still rely on walking and cycling as a form of 
transportation. Well, if we’re talking about 
my neighborhood, North of Grand, maybe 
this isn’t as mysterious as we initially think: 
why would there be superblocks in this part of 
grand, compared to Grand downtown? Well, 
because the assumption was made that if you 
lived in this area, then you had a car to get 
around; you wouldn’t have use for the *new*
crosswalk connecting the north and south 
sides of Grand Avenue, which Des Moines 
University students rely on; it makes sense 
why suburbs follow this design, too. Wealthier 
people can afford cars and don’t need to ride 
their bike, or walk, unless it’s for leisure. 

I have not gathered a consensus from door 
knocking, but the southside needs a lot of 
work.

Since I am running for the at large seat, I 
am including several throughout the city-7th 
Avenue at freeway exit-traffic turning left 
often miss traffic traveling east from freeway. 
Also many individuals with signs on freeway 
exits starting from 7th, 5th and intersection 
of MLK and Ingersoll. I understand the city 

passed ordinance for distance from street but 
this is still very unsafe as they come to cars to 
collect funds. Also East 14th and University. 

I can’t answer which are the most unsafe 
streets/intersections, but there are no 
sidewalks or bike lanes at Merle Hay. This is 
a problem. People within walking distance of 
this mall are forced to drive when they don’t 
need to. Redesigning this area to be safe for 
all modes of transportation is critical to the 
vitality of the mall. The public transit waiting 
area by Felix & Oscar’s is a scary mess. I’ve 
watched many people walk across this vast 
expanse of concrete as cars drive every which 
way without confinement. This could be easily 
remedied with clear car/bus lane division, 
pedestrian/cycling support, and covered 
waiting structures.

My top priority corridors for safety 
improvements include SW 9th Street, Euclid/
Douglas Avenues, University Avenue, and 
Merle Hay Road. The city should invest 
in traffic calming measures that include 
bumpouts, road diets, and enhanced 
pedestrian crossings to increase pedestrian 
safety.

1: Day St & 6Th Ave
2: Hubbell Ave & E Douglas
3: Euclid Ave & E 14Th
*Car-Bike Collisions: University & 31St 
(Redesign In Progress)
See Page 72 On MoveDSM... Great Summary.
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People in Des Moines do not walk, bike, or take transit as much as people in 
other cities. Why is that, and is that a problem?

We have a general lack of awareness of how 
public transit works, and for whom it’s
accessible. I was buying my own bus passes 
until I learned that my employer could
provide a year-long pass, at no extra cost to 
me...this was almost a year and a half into
my job for the Des Moines Public Library.

We need to continue to support generous 
programs like ones through the Des Moines
Police Department, that create a culture of 
bike-riding in our youth, that’s where we start.
Furthermore, we need to design streets that 
will accommodate this *hopefully* growing
number of cyclists; it’s like that saying, “ To 
teach is to foster curiosity for knowledge, only 
to satisfy it later.”

Similarly, we need to build a culture that relies 
on public transportation. This summer, I was 
elated to see how many young people rode 
DART to get to 80/35. In fact, it was my
partner’s first time riding, since they live in 
Urbandale and don’t have access to a bus stop, 
whether for pleasure, or to commute to work 
(they’d have to walk for an hour and twenty-
three minutes--approximately 4.1 miles--
before arriving at the closest DART stop, on 
86th and Douglas.

We need less requirements and less zoning. 
It is a major problem. Our traffic should not 
be comparable to that of larger cities and the 
city is not easily accessible for those without 
a car or that can’t drive.

There  has been an increase in the number 
of parking ramps over the years. Similarly, 
less support from private sector employers to 
fund passes for their employees. As a result, 

DART has been forced to make considerable 
modifications to bus routes. For citizens 
who need this support or others who might 
consider it are forced to seek other modes.

Americans are spoiled. We think we need to 
be able to jump from our cars to the front 
door of wherever we are going. We have 
designed cities for car use.This is not only 
a difficulty for people who don’t drive, but 
unchecked burning of fossil fuels is quickly 
making our planet uninhabitable. We need 
attitude change, and we need to make driving 
less convenient. This must go hand in hand 
with increasing the convenience and safety of 
walking, cycling and public transit. It’s critical 
that we reduce our Greenhouse Gas emissions 
if we want to have a stable and resilient city in 
which to do business and raise our families.

That’s due to a lot of factors, and yes I believe it 
is a problem. It negatively impacts our health, 
our environment, and it leads to inefficient 
uses of land that do not build a sustainable 
tax base.

Ex: Highland Park/Oak Park resident - took 
1.5 hours (two buses and a shuttle) to get to
work at Barnes & Noble on University. That’s 
just too long. Other cities have great frequency 
in their busiest routes. We need to encourage 
ridership we need more frequent buses on 
our highest used routes. We need to aim for 
more than “Just Ok.” People use private cars 
because the ease of use of mass transit is not 
up to par.
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In the last month, how many times have you walked, biked, or taken transit to 
work or to run errands?

Have you ever been car-free or car-light (relying on walking, bicycling, and 
transit for most trips) as an adult in Des Moines or somewhere else?

Before running for election, which means 
that before I had to cram every second of my 
free time with forums and canvassing, I was 
riding the bus 1-2 days per week, in order to 
get to work (Central Library!), and lower my 
carbon footprint. I walk to the Walgreens and 
Caribou down the street from me on a regular 
basis (once per week). I honestly haven’t 
biked since fall of 2017, before my bike got 
rusty (planning to donate it and purchase a 
refurbished one this Fall!). I feel so privileged 
to live just one block away from a bus line, 
and within walking distance of my pharmacy, 
a grocery store, once of my favorite coffee 
places, and one of my best friends (42nd
and Ingersoll). I want everyone in Des Moines 
to enjoy these types of privileges. I want to
eliminate food deserts, expand bus routes 
and frequency, and make our streets more 
walkable and bikeable.

Often, more than 5 times a week.

None in the last month-however given the 
option of using a vehicle in a parade I choose 
to walk the route.

When I moved to Des Moines for law school 
I chose a neighborhood that was within 
cycling distance from Drake. I now work from 
home and I walk/ride my bike to UPS, Ace 
Hardware, Grounds for Celebration, my bank 
and the post office at least 3-4 times a week.

Roughly half a dozen times I would say. Aside 
from work and errands, we take walks as a 
family multiple nights a week through our 
neighborhood.

Cycle daily. Walking daily on errands. 
September 25th - Weehooed my grandaughter 
to pre-school. Most memorable ride: Cycling 
to City Hall to submit my nomination papers.

For the first 3 years living in Des Moines (till I 
was 24), I relied solely on DART, my old bike, 
and walking to get to work, trivia at Red Monk 
downtown with my friends, and even concerts 
at the Wells Fargo Arena. I know what it’s like 
to wait at a bus stop without a shelter in rain, 
and snow. I know what it’s like to walk through 
this city where there are no sidewalks. And I 
know what it’s like to try to save up for a car 
while living in poverty and relying on food 
assistance to get by. I’m the only candidate 
that is qualified to represent all of Des Moines, 
because of these experiences. Not to mention 
my educational and professional work to help 
eradicate poverty and address social inequity 
throughout Iowa, and our awesome City.

I would like to be in Des Moines, but do not 
have the option. I have been in Cedar Falls, 
in Minneapolis, and while studying in Italy. 

Yes and I was in a carpool.

I am car-light currently. I work from home 
and chose my neighborhood carefully when I 
moved to Des Moines. I try to bike more than 
I drive, but with kids, it’s nearly impossible to 
meet that goal. I’ll soon be an empty nester, so 
I look forward to becoming car free soon after.

I lived car-light downtown for 2 years, walking 
to work every day and using my car only for
occasional errands or on weekends. When I 
moved out of downtown, I continued to live 
car-light and took DART Route 3 to work most 
weekdays. I currently drive most places but 
will occasionally bike or take transit to work. 
We are fortunate to live in a very walkable 
neighborhood, so getting to the grocery
store for a gallon of milk is just a quick walk 
down the street!

Car-free effort - 10 consecutive days, without 
even sitting the passenger seat of a car.
If it’s 3 miles or less, I try to bike or walk.
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